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Cromwell   and   the   Protestant  party   in Henry's
Council;    and the   Commissioners  who   signed  it
reflect the fact.    Cranmer, Cromwell, the Duke of
Suffolk, Lord Chancellor Audley, and Lord Admiral
Fitzwilliam, were all of them inclined to the re-
forming side, whilst Bishop Tunstal, though on the
Catholic side, was a personal friend of the King;
and the new man, Hertford, Jane Seymour's brother,
though not one of the Commissioners, gave emphatic
approval of the match.    " I am as glad/* he wrote
to Cromwell, " of the good resolution (of the marriage)
as ever I was of a thing since the birth of the Prince ;
for I think the King's Highness could not in Chris-
tendom many in any place meet for his Grace's
honour that should be less prejudicial to his Majesty's
succession/'l   Henry   himself   was   in   his   usual
vaunting mood about the alliance.    He had long
desired, he said, to cement a union with the German
confederation, and could now disregard both France
and the  Emperor;   besides,  his  influence  would
suffice to prevent the Lutherans from going too
far in their religious innovations.     As for the lady,
he had only one male child, and he was convinced
that his desire for more issue could not be better
fulfilled " than with the said lady, who is of con-
venient age, healthy temperament, elegant stature,
and endowed with other graces/'
The news of the engagement was ill received
by Francis and Charles. They became more osten-
tatiously friendly than ever; and their ambassadors
1 The last passage meant that a miion with France or the empire
might have led to the putting of the Princess Mary forward as heir after
the King's death, as against Prince Edward. The letter with Hertford's
ttttly dreadful spelling is printed by Ellis.